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Theodor Herzl

Generations of pilgrims, rabbis,
hasidim, and leaders with ties
to Zion preceded Theodor
Herzl, yet, he was the father
of democratic Jewish politics
and the founder of the Zionist
movement.

Although Herzl’s espousal
with Zionism spanned less
than a decade, during this short
period of time he outlined

the character of the Jewish
state, founded the World
Zionist Organization, Keren
Kayemet (Jewish National
Fund), and the Zionist bank.
Although some disagreed with
Herzl's vision, even during his
lifetime, everyone agreed on
his objective for a sovereign
national home in the Land

of Israel, the homeland of

the Jewish people, and the
establishment of a Jewish,
democratic and enlightened
nation-state.
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Photomontage
commemorating the
meeting between
Theodor Herzl and
German Kaiser Wilhelm II.
The encounter,
photographed by David
Wolffsohn, took place at
Mikveh Israel on October
28, 1898, during Herzl's
only visit to Palestine.
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