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This volume is a collection of previously published articles by Jacob Licht. Pub-

lished nearly thirty years after his passing, these articles by Licht, who was

among the first generation of Dead Sea Scrolls scholars, showcase his scholarly

spirit of shedding new light on ancient texts.

The book opens with an informative introduction, written by its editor,

Noam Mizrahi. The introduction surveys Licht’s life and career, his scholarly

contributions, andhis legacy.The lion’s share of the introduction includes help-

ful summaries of the various articles that also place each article within its

contemporary scholarly context and sketch the issues raised by Licht that have

been elaborated in later scholarship. The summaries are followed by a descrip-

tion of the editorial changes implemented in this volume for the benefit of the

readers.

Following the introduction, the book contains sixteen articles, in two parts.

The first part includes nine articles on the Dead Sea Scrolls, the second, seven

articles relating to the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. The book ends with

information on the articles’ first publications and indices of ancient sources

and authors.

In his articles, Licht presents his realization that the then-newly-discovered

Scrolls are part of the spiritual and cultural world of Second Temple Judaism.

Moreover, these articles express Licht’s perception of the role of scholarly pub-

lications in providing Hebrew readers access to ancient Jewish texts, many

of which were originally written in Hebrew. He offered fluent and annotated

Hebrew editions of fragmented Dead Sea Scrolls and Hebrew translations of

Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. In this manner, the articles in the current

volume complement Licht’s editions of the Hodayot (1957) and the Serachim

(1965) that, together with commentaries on the books of Leviticus (1972) and

Numbers (1985–1996), are his most referenced publications.

The articles in this book are arranged in chronological order, tracing Licht’s

scholarship from the 1950s to 1991 (chapter 16, written shortly before his pass-

ing). In each part, the earlier articles discuss specific terms, ideas or short texts,

and the final paper is a lengthy programmatic article, summarizing the state of

the field and Licht’s positions on “The Qumran Community and its Writings”

(chapter 9) and “The Attitude to Past Events in Biblical and Apocalyptic Litera-

ture” (chapter 16). In all articles, Licht readily admits when his reconstructions

are tentative, and states when his claims are based on partial knowledge. His

articles also contain methodological explanations. Licht leads the readers, like
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students or apprentices, and points to what can and should be gleaned from

SecondTemple Period Jewish texts, and to scholarly gaps and the limits on how

far scholars can go.

The first part examines specific texts and terms within their context in the

Dead Sea Scrolls and the sphere of Second-Temple-period writings, building

upon Licht’s work on the Hodayot and Serachim and knowledge of rabbinic

halakhicworks.The articles focus on the terms לרוג (chapter 1), הבדנ (chapter 2),

and םלועתעטמ and לאתודפםע (chapter 3), and their significance; or investi-

gate the Qumranic perception of purity (chapter 4), and “doctrine of epochs”

through the use of the term תע (chapter 6). Three more articles discuss texts,

basedon their preliminary or tentative publications thatwere available to Licht

at the time: 4Q186 (chapter 5), 4Q184 (chapter 7), and 5Q15 (chapter 8).

The final article of the first part summarizes the state of scholarship of the

Dead Sea Scrolls thirty years after their discovery. Despite the forty years that

have passed since its publication, this article can still serve as an introduction

to the various aspects and scholarly criteria of Qumran texts and worldviews.

The articles in chapters 10–15 focus on specific texts or compositions from

the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. These articles discuss Taxo in The As-

sumption of Moses (chapter 10); the Testament of Job (chapter 12), the book

of Judith (chapter 13), and 2Bar 21 (chapters 14 and 15); and offer an annotated

Hebrew translation of 4Baruch (chapter 11). Chapter 16 is a fitting end to both

the second part and the entire book.

This volumebrings to contemporaryHebrew readers articles,manyof which

were previously less accessible. Three of the articles were translated from orig-

inal English publications especially for this publication; others were collected

from a variety of venues, including Festschriften. The articles were carefully

produced, clearly with the potential reader in mind, with references updated

throughout the volume, including the addition of references to essential per-

tinent publications that came out after the respective article’s original publi-

cation, and the updating of the references to the Hodayot. Licht’s references

were not discarded but augmented with references according to the currently

accepted system (Stegemann, Schuller, andNewsom, djd 40; used also in Qim-

ron’sHebrew language edition of theHodayot). This is both respectful to Licht’s

original publications and serves readers whomay consult Licht’s and Sukenik’s

publications.

The indices also reflect the wish to be helpful to the reader. Nevertheless,

they contain some oddities, in this reviewer’s opinion. Listing Ezra-Nehemiah

after Chronicles in the index of sources is potentially confusing for Hebrew

Bible readers. A second issue is the double references created by the indexing

method (e.g., indexing a single reference to lxx Job on p. 192 both under the
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Hebrew Bible and the Septuagint, or the two listings of the single mention and

reference to Rudolph Otto on p. 73, both in the index of Hebrew references to

modern authors and in the one dedicated to references in foreign languages).

It is unfortunate that the volume’s user-friendly attitude did not extend to

the readers for whom Hebrew is not their native language. The book has no

cover information in English, as is customary in Hebrew publications, nor an

English table of contents (although one can be found on the publisher’s web-

site). The inclusion of English information would have made it easier for non-

native readers of modern Hebrew to navigate the book and access specific

articles.

This book succeeds in bringing Licht’s “forgotten” articles to light. It is this

reviewer’s hope that the articles’ renewedpublicationwill consequently enable

Licht’s scholarship to assume a more prominent position in both the Hebrew

and the non-Hebrew scholarly spheres.
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